
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

T5 Fluorescent Tube Fitting (150 off fittings) * 

 Annual Total 

Running Costs 

Maintenance Costs 

Total 

£10,090 

£4,368 

£14,458 

Carbonlights
TM

 Costs (150 off fittings)* 

Running Costs 

Maintenance Costs (years 1-4) 

Total 

£5,766 

£200 

£5,966 

If like a number of our  

customers you have already  

changed to T5 and are unsure  

of  the additional benefits of  

changing to LED, we’ve put together some details for you.  

Energy saving 

We know T5’s are more efficient than T8’s but significant savings 

can still be made in running costs by switching to LED. See the 

example below from one of our current customers who were 

contemplating upgrading to T5 before they saw the additional 

savings to be had from LEDs. 

Hidden costs 

It can seem like just swapping over to T5’s tubes and using existing 

fittings is the easiest thing to do, but from our experience it’s not 

quite as simple as that. It’s not just the cost of a T5 tube but a 

ballast as well, along with re-testing of the fitting to ensure it is safe. 

T5 v’s LED 
Is it possible to save more using LEDs? 
 

“We considered changing to T5 fittings as it seemed the easiest solution for us. But once we looked into the detail it became clear that 

we could save a lot more energy and reduce our maintenance costs by swapping to LED. We hadn’t factored in the cost of replacement 

ballasts to our calculations, and we didn’t know that each fitting would need to be re-tested to make sure it is safe to use. Our insurance 

advisor told us that any modifications to existing luminaires using T5 adaptors could pose potential safety concerns, and would 

void any warranty of the luminaires and control gear. Given all these factors we opted for LED fittings which are much cheaper 

to run and have none of the hassles of retrofitting our old fittings with T5 tubes. We may have paid a bit more upfront but the 

improved savings will mean we’ll easily re-coupe this over the life of the fitting and have a better safer, more efficient lighting 

solution”   
Richard Morgan, MD. Dean Engineering Ltd 

 

                                                                    

 
*Based on 24/7 operation  
 

It’s Important to consider the overall costs not just the initial cost. 

Key facts about T5’s: 
 

 T5 tubes have approx 10-

15,000 hr life 

 Tube life and lumen output is 

reduced at lower temperatures 

(below 35oC for T5) 

 Upgrading to T5 is not just the 

cost of the tube but also the 

ballast 

 Minimal reduction in 

maintenance costs compared to 

T8. 

Benefits of moving to new LED 
fitting: 
 

 Approximately 50% reduction 
in energy costs 

 Greatly reduced maintenance 
costs (led life up to 
100,000hrs) 

 No disposal issues 

 High range of operating 
temperatures (-40 - +50oC) 

 No concerns over safety of 
converting existing fittings 

 Qualifies for Enhanced 
Capital Allowance 
 


